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before it was hammered, and the hinge. This last,
presents a little difficulty. Us surface has been so
carefully filed and the joints were so closely fitted
that it is hard to decide whether the two parts were
fashioned by means of a hammer ont of a solid bit
of silver, or whether each, member was a small casting,
The point is immaterial, but as tankard arid ilagon
hinges were frequently quite elaborate and weighty
affairs, they were commonly cast,, and the simpler
pattern on our jug may have been made that way.
Turning next to the frame of the cruet shown at
the top of Plate .12, additional shop features present
themselves for consideration. The band which forms
the body is pierced, thai is to say a, pattern was traced
on it and a, part of the design, has been worked by cutting
away the silver along the top and bottom of the band.
Round the middle a series of ovals, in which the outline
of an urn lias been left. The division plaie for the
bottles is similarly pierced. Piercing was clono hi one
of two ways, either in a screw press on which was a
small punch winch, cut; away most of the metal that
had to be removed or with line saws, jagged exiles
were left by either method and afterwards had to be
filed smooth and clean up to the pattern with little
files, it: is interesting to record that only since the
outbreak of war has a machine boon invented which
will pierce irregular designs with clean outlines* It is
known as a nibblcr,
The decorative feeling of tho band of the cruet
frame is further enhanced by the liberal employment of
chasing tools, but in a difforont way from that described
already. The front of the urns, the borders and the
intervening spaces are all treated, the ornamentation